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In the name of the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, One God, Amen

ORI IPH0P Aarrd.nt P40 HOE O-F(haes hao @ Thao-
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in which you were sealed for the day of redemption, Eph 4:30

A statement from the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Diocese of Northern California, Nevada
and Arizona regarding the current challenges facing the Holy Church.

As it is known, the ancient historical and apostolic Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church has preserved
its doctrinal unity, its moral values and its historical record because of the protection of the Most High
God through the guidance of its intelligent children of the Holy Spirit. For this, the Holy Synod of the
Union of Bishops, which is the leader of our Church, should be mentioned first and foremost in our time.

The Holy Synod of our Church is completely careful and full of spirituality and intelligence, but instead
of strengthening the union due to internal and external challenges that arise in every era, it is a dishonor
for all to see and hear the actions of those who are busy with divisive work to weaken the union and are
outside the purpose of the union or outside the way of the constitutional church. As a result, the EOTC
Christian parishioners and servants have been facing to great sadness and procedural risk through time.

In particular, the illegal, non-canonical and synodically unrecognized appointment by three bishops on the
day after the feast of epiphany-baptism of our Savior Jesus Christ, which the church recently celebrated
with great solemnity and joy at home and abroad, has become a great challenge and risk for the church.
However, our Diocese firmly believes that such challenges are the basis of its honor and strength of the
Holy Church; and that it will pass it with competence and intelligence unlike the challenges it has passed
through in history.

However, our Diocese emphasizes that this act is not acceptable in view of the legacy of the Synod of the
Church, Canonical procedures, and the Synod unity which the Church has recently acquired. We urge all
the EOTC priests and deacons, as well as choirs and laity in the parishes and monasteries within the
boundaries of the Diocese, to persevere your prayer and Orthodoxy calmness until the resolution of the
issue is passed from our Holy Synod 1ed leness Abune Matthias I, the Patriarch of Ethiopia,

2 imanot. In addition, we would like to inform you
d Arizona is on the side of the Holy Synod and

&Swito wéne dlrectly involved in the illegal appointment,
foc i@ﬁm1l know that their action caused a great sorrow
e as the entire North American EOTC
ers to regret their action and return to their previous

synodal ass001at10n with forgiveness and do their part for the mission of the church in a way that
preserves the synodal honor of the Holy EOTC Church.
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